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The	name	‘Australorp	chicken’	tells	you	about	the	origin	of	the	chicken	in	Australia.	It	is	a	new	black	chicken	breed,	but	it	has	become	popular	in	a	short	time.In	this	breed	guide,	you	will	discover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	Australorp	Chickens.	It	includes	information	on	popular	color	varieties,	such	as	black,	white,	lifespan,	and
characteristics.Australorp	chickens	are	known	for	being	friendly	and	loving.	Furthermore,	you	cannot	ignore	it,	as	it’s	a	good	egg-laying	bird.The	species’	scientific	name	is	Gallus	gallus	domesticus,	and	the	family	is	Phasianidae.	Australorps	are	easy	to	raise	and	are	a	good	breed	for	beginners.Australorp	chickens	are	very	adaptable,	so	you	can
provide	them	space	to	free-range	or	keep	them	in	coops	or	sheds.Also	read:	Top	10	Best	Rooster	BreedsAustralorp	is	a	popular	chicken	breed,	mainly	originating	from	Australia.	The	English	Orpington	chicken	was	bred	in	the	Australian	region	and	named	Australorp.It	is	a	dual-purpose	chicken	with	lots	of	unique	features	like	friendly,	docile,	cold-
hardy	nature.History	of	Australorp	ChickenThe	main	bird	contributing	to	this	breed’s	formation	is	from	England.	Between	1890	and	1900,	a	few	black-colored	English	Orpingtons	were	imported	to	Australia	from	the	yards	of	William	Cook	and	Joseph	Partington.Then	local	farmers	bred	those	English	Orpington	with	other	chicken	breeds	like	Rhode
Island	Red,	Minorca,	White	Leghorn,	and	Langshan.Some	historical	literature	also	explains	that	local	breeders	bred	them	with	Plymouth	Rocks.	Because	of	the	multiple	breed	genes,	an	excellent	dual-purpose	chicken	was	developed,	Australian	Black	Orpington	chickens.Further,	they	named	those	chickens	Australorp.	The	Australorp	chicken	has	three
recognized	varieties	under	Australian	Poultry	Standards:The	White	Australorps	were	recognized	in	the	second	edition	of	2011	in	Australian	Poultry	Standards.But	The	Poultry	Club	of	Africa	has	four	recognized	colors	of	Australorps:BuffSplashWheaten	Laced	GoldenAccording	to	the	American	Poultry	Association,	large	black	Australorp	chicken	is	the
only	accepted	variety.Because	Australorp	is	a	result	of	breeding	chicken	breeds	with	long	life	expectancies,	they	have	a	good	life	span.	The	lifespan	of	Australorps	chickens	is	between	6	and	10	years.Australorp	is	one	of	the	best	dual-purpose	chickens	with	a	splendid	egg-laying	capacity.	An	Australorp	hen	lays	around	280-300	eggs	per	year.The	eggs
of	black	Australorp	chickens	are	light-brown	colored	and	large.	Consider	this	chicken	breed	if	you	want	to	raise	an	excellent	egg-laying	chicken.Australorp	chickens	are	friendly	and	playful.	They	are	very	docile	and	loving	in	nature.	You	can	also	provide	them	few	chicken	toys	to	make	them	more	active.If	you	have	children	in	your	home,	Australorps
will	adore	playing	with	them	and	running	toward	them.	They	live	in	peace	and	harmony	with	other	chickens.Australorp	hens	make	good	mothers	and	nicely	take	care	of	their	baby	chicks.	They	love	to	live	in	both	free-range	and	bear	confinement.If	you	have	a	long	yard	and	place	for	them	to	explore,	allow	them	to	see	how	active	they	are	and	what	they
find.	Both	the	rooster	and	hens	are	friendly	in	nature.Also	read:	Appenzeller	Spitzhauben	ChickensAs	we	have	mentioned	above,	there	are	3-4	recognized	color	varieties	of	Australorp	chickens	found	all	over	the	globe.	However,	you	can	see	the	three	most	popular	colors	of	Australorps.	The	commonly	available	colors	of	Australorp	chickens	are	Glossy
black,	Blueish	Green,	and	White.As	Australorps	are	dual-purpose	chicken	breeds,	they	have	good	weight.	A	standard-sized	Australorp	rooster	weighs	around	8.5	to	10	lbs,	whereas	hens	weigh	7	to	9	lbs.	Australorps	chickens	are	also	found	in	bantam	varieties,	but	most	people	do	not	recommend	raising	them	because	of	less	profitability.The	average
weight	of	bantam	size	Australorps	roosters	is	around	2.5	to	4	lbs,	and	hens	about	2	to	3.5	lbs.The	Australorp	chicken	possesses	a	beautiful	red	comb	with	6-8	spikes.	This	breed’s	roosters	have	a	large	comb	with	visible	spikes,	whereas	the	hens	have	a	small	comb.The	wattles	and	earlobes	are	also	bright	red	in	color.	As	we	have	explained,	Australorp
chickens	can	be	found	in	different	colors,	such	as	black,	blue,	and	white,	but	the	black	color	is	the	most	popular	one	raised	by	most	breeders.The	black	feathers	of	the	hens	and	roosters	are	glossy	with	little	brown	ruffled	feathers	on	the	back.The	legs	of	Australorps,	hens,	and	roosters	are	gray	to	black.	The	black	Australorps	have	black	beaks,	and	the
white	Australorps	have	yellowish-white	beaks.Australorp	chicken	is	a	lovely	and	friendly	chicken.	Most	chicken	raisers	recommend	raising	this	chicken	breed.They	always	live	calmly	and	peacefully	with	their	flock	mates	and	rarely	fight.	Australorp	chickens	are	easy	to	train	because	they	are	not	aggressive.Buy	a	few	chicken	treats	and	play	with	them
so	that	they	will	listen	to	your	commands.	After	a	few	days,	you	will	see	how	they	will	run	towards	you.Both	the	roosters	and	hens	of	this	breed	walk	like	kings	and	queens.	Australasian	chickens	are	dual-purpose	birds,	but	they	also	make	beautiful	exhibition	birds.Try	to	buy	some	dried	mealworms	for	them	to	become	more	friendly	with	you.
Australorp	is	cold	hardy	chickens;	they	do	not	bear	hot	climate	conditions.	If	you	have	many	trees	in	your	backyard,	they	will	love	to	graze	inside	their	sheds.	Many	Australorp	strains	from	hatcheries	become	significantly	less	broody,	and	your	flocks	may	become	broody	if	you	raise	them	in	your	backyard.Here	are	some	common	advantages	of	raising
Australorp	chickens:It	is	a	dual-purpose	chicken,	ensuring	you	get	a	double	profit	from	eggs	and	meat.The	Australorp	hens	lay	more	than	250	eggs	annually,	so	you	can	only	keep	them	for	egg	production.	One	of	the	best	chickens	for	beginners	is	Australorp,	so	if	you	are	a	new	chicken	breeder,	this	fowl	is	best	for	you.If	you	have	kids	in	your	house,
they	will	love	to	play	with	them.It	is	one	of	the	most	profitable	breeds	for	chicken	raisers	in	cold	regions.If	you	want	to	raise	a	chicken	that’s	easy	to	care	for,	you	can	choose	Australorps.Australorp	chickens	are	also	a	popular	choice	as	exhibition	birds.The	Australorp	hens	rarely	go	broody,	but	they	make	good	mothers	if	you	raise	them	in	your
backyard.Australorp	chickens	are	good	foragers	and	best	for	long	yards.	You	don’t	need	to	give	them	any	special	treatment,	but,	like	other	chickens,	they	require	appropriate	care	depending	on	their	characteristics.The	Australorp	rooster	and	hens	are	large-sized	chickens,	requiring	additional	space	inside	the	chicken	coop	compared	to	other	chicken
breeds.	Give	each	chicken	at	least	2.5	to	3	square	feet	inside	the	coop	and	a	12-15	square	foot	area	in	the	run	area.Worrying	about	run	space	is	unnecessary	if	you	have	large	yards.	Stress	in	chickens	can	be	alleviated	by	giving	them	space	to	enjoy	and	live	stress-free.The	major	drawback	of	calm	and	docile	chickens	is	that	predators	quickly	attack	and
kill	them.	So,	it	would	help	if	you	built	a	strong	fence	around	your	backyard.	You	can	read	our	guide	on	the	best	chicken	wire	and	hardware	clothes.You	are	embarrassed	by	multiple	predator	attacks,	and	if	you	have	already	built	a	standard	fence,	try	to	add	an	electric	fence	around	your	yard.	So,	it	will	give	additional	safety	for	your	flocks	and
cattle.You	can	build	chicken	grazing	boxes	on	grass,	leafy	veggies,	and	other	greens.You	will	see	how	they	enjoy	pecking	at	them.	It	will	help	them	to	live	a	healthier	and	stress-free	life.	My	chickens	always	love	to	roost	on	branches	of	mango	trees.Australorp	chickens	are	cold	hardy	chickens,	so	if	you	live	in	a	tropical	climate,	you	must	provide	them
with	some	cooling	equipment	like	coop	fans,	ventilation,	and	tree	shades.Clean	the	chicken	coop	bedding	regularly.	It	will	cause	bacterial	infection	and	a	foul	smell	if	not	changed	for	a	long	time.	Here	is	our	guide	on	the	best	chicken	coop	odor	eliminator.Australorps	are	dual-purpose	chickens,	so	you	must	provide	suitable	space	for	egg-laying	hens.
Build	some	good	chicken	nesting	boxes,	or	you	can	buy	them	ready	to	use	from	any	nearest	store.Australorps	are	a	good	chicken	breed	for	both	new	and	old	chicken	raisers.	This	is	a	beautiful	chicken	with	many	benefits	for	raising.This	is	one	of	the	best	dual-purpose	chicken	breeds	if	you	want	a	new	breed	for	your	backyard	poultry	coop.	Australorp
chicks	are	sold	in	many	hatcheries	in	the	US.Are	you	already	raising	Australorp	chickens	in	your	backyard?	Share	your	experience	below.	The	name	‘Australorp	chicken’	tells	you	about	the	origin	of	the	chicken	in	Australia.	It	is	a	new	black	chicken	breed,	but	it	has	become	popular	in	a	short	time.In	this	breed	guide,	you	will	discover	everything	you
need	to	know	about	Australorp	Chickens.	It	includes	information	on	popular	color	varieties,	such	as	black,	white,	lifespan,	and	characteristics.Australorp	chickens	are	known	for	being	friendly	and	loving.	Furthermore,	you	cannot	ignore	it,	as	it’s	a	good	egg-laying	bird.The	species’	scientific	name	is	Gallus	gallus	domesticus,	and	the	family	is
Phasianidae.	Australorps	are	easy	to	raise	and	are	a	good	breed	for	beginners.Australorp	chickens	are	very	adaptable,	so	you	can	provide	them	space	to	free-range	or	keep	them	in	coops	or	sheds.Also	read:	Top	10	Best	Rooster	BreedsAustralorp	is	a	popular	chicken	breed,	mainly	originating	from	Australia.	The	English	Orpington	chicken	was	bred	in
the	Australian	region	and	named	Australorp.It	is	a	dual-purpose	chicken	with	lots	of	unique	features	like	friendly,	docile,	cold-hardy	nature.History	of	Australorp	ChickenThe	main	bird	contributing	to	this	breed’s	formation	is	from	England.	Between	1890	and	1900,	a	few	black-colored	English	Orpingtons	were	imported	to	Australia	from	the	yards	of
William	Cook	and	Joseph	Partington.Then	local	farmers	bred	those	English	Orpington	with	other	chicken	breeds	like	Rhode	Island	Red,	Minorca,	White	Leghorn,	and	Langshan.Some	historical	literature	also	explains	that	local	breeders	bred	them	with	Plymouth	Rocks.	Because	of	the	multiple	breed	genes,	an	excellent	dual-purpose	chicken	was
developed,	Australian	Black	Orpington	chickens.Further,	they	named	those	chickens	Australorp.	The	Australorp	chicken	has	three	recognized	varieties	under	Australian	Poultry	Standards:The	White	Australorps	were	recognized	in	the	second	edition	of	2011	in	Australian	Poultry	Standards.But	The	Poultry	Club	of	Africa	has	four	recognized	colors	of
Australorps:BuffSplashWheaten	Laced	GoldenAccording	to	the	American	Poultry	Association,	large	black	Australorp	chicken	is	the	only	accepted	variety.Because	Australorp	is	a	result	of	breeding	chicken	breeds	with	long	life	expectancies,	they	have	a	good	life	span.	The	lifespan	of	Australorps	chickens	is	between	6	and	10	years.Australorp	is	one	of
the	best	dual-purpose	chickens	with	a	splendid	egg-laying	capacity.	An	Australorp	hen	lays	around	280-300	eggs	per	year.The	eggs	of	black	Australorp	chickens	are	light-brown	colored	and	large.	Consider	this	chicken	breed	if	you	want	to	raise	an	excellent	egg-laying	chicken.Australorp	chickens	are	friendly	and	playful.	They	are	very	docile	and
loving	in	nature.	You	can	also	provide	them	few	chicken	toys	to	make	them	more	active.If	you	have	children	in	your	home,	Australorps	will	adore	playing	with	them	and	running	toward	them.	They	live	in	peace	and	harmony	with	other	chickens.Australorp	hens	make	good	mothers	and	nicely	take	care	of	their	baby	chicks.	They	love	to	live	in	both	free-
range	and	bear	confinement.If	you	have	a	long	yard	and	place	for	them	to	explore,	allow	them	to	see	how	active	they	are	and	what	they	find.	Both	the	rooster	and	hens	are	friendly	in	nature.Also	read:	Appenzeller	Spitzhauben	ChickensAs	we	have	mentioned	above,	there	are	3-4	recognized	color	varieties	of	Australorp	chickens	found	all	over	the
globe.	However,	you	can	see	the	three	most	popular	colors	of	Australorps.	The	commonly	available	colors	of	Australorp	chickens	are	Glossy	black,	Blueish	Green,	and	White.As	Australorps	are	dual-purpose	chicken	breeds,	they	have	good	weight.	A	standard-sized	Australorp	rooster	weighs	around	8.5	to	10	lbs,	whereas	hens	weigh	7	to	9
lbs.	Australorps	chickens	are	also	found	in	bantam	varieties,	but	most	people	do	not	recommend	raising	them	because	of	less	profitability.The	average	weight	of	bantam	size	Australorps	roosters	is	around	2.5	to	4	lbs,	and	hens	about	2	to	3.5	lbs.The	Australorp	chicken	possesses	a	beautiful	red	comb	with	6-8	spikes.	This	breed’s	roosters	have	a	large
comb	with	visible	spikes,	whereas	the	hens	have	a	small	comb.The	wattles	and	earlobes	are	also	bright	red	in	color.	As	we	have	explained,	Australorp	chickens	can	be	found	in	different	colors,	such	as	black,	blue,	and	white,	but	the	black	color	is	the	most	popular	one	raised	by	most	breeders.The	black	feathers	of	the	hens	and	roosters	are	glossy	with
little	brown	ruffled	feathers	on	the	back.The	legs	of	Australorps,	hens,	and	roosters	are	gray	to	black.	The	black	Australorps	have	black	beaks,	and	the	white	Australorps	have	yellowish-white	beaks.Australorp	chicken	is	a	lovely	and	friendly	chicken.	Most	chicken	raisers	recommend	raising	this	chicken	breed.They	always	live	calmly	and	peacefully
with	their	flock	mates	and	rarely	fight.	Australorp	chickens	are	easy	to	train	because	they	are	not	aggressive.Buy	a	few	chicken	treats	and	play	with	them	so	that	they	will	listen	to	your	commands.	After	a	few	days,	you	will	see	how	they	will	run	towards	you.Both	the	roosters	and	hens	of	this	breed	walk	like	kings	and	queens.	Australasian	chickens	are
dual-purpose	birds,	but	they	also	make	beautiful	exhibition	birds.Try	to	buy	some	dried	mealworms	for	them	to	become	more	friendly	with	you.	Australorp	is	cold	hardy	chickens;	they	do	not	bear	hot	climate	conditions.	If	you	have	many	trees	in	your	backyard,	they	will	love	to	graze	inside	their	sheds.	Many	Australorp	strains	from	hatcheries	become
significantly	less	broody,	and	your	flocks	may	become	broody	if	you	raise	them	in	your	backyard.Here	are	some	common	advantages	of	raising	Australorp	chickens:It	is	a	dual-purpose	chicken,	ensuring	you	get	a	double	profit	from	eggs	and	meat.The	Australorp	hens	lay	more	than	250	eggs	annually,	so	you	can	only	keep	them	for	egg	production.	One
of	the	best	chickens	for	beginners	is	Australorp,	so	if	you	are	a	new	chicken	breeder,	this	fowl	is	best	for	you.If	you	have	kids	in	your	house,	they	will	love	to	play	with	them.It	is	one	of	the	most	profitable	breeds	for	chicken	raisers	in	cold	regions.If	you	want	to	raise	a	chicken	that’s	easy	to	care	for,	you	can	choose	Australorps.Australorp	chickens	are
also	a	popular	choice	as	exhibition	birds.The	Australorp	hens	rarely	go	broody,	but	they	make	good	mothers	if	you	raise	them	in	your	backyard.Australorp	chickens	are	good	foragers	and	best	for	long	yards.	You	don’t	need	to	give	them	any	special	treatment,	but,	like	other	chickens,	they	require	appropriate	care	depending	on	their	characteristics.The
Australorp	rooster	and	hens	are	large-sized	chickens,	requiring	additional	space	inside	the	chicken	coop	compared	to	other	chicken	breeds.	Give	each	chicken	at	least	2.5	to	3	square	feet	inside	the	coop	and	a	12-15	square	foot	area	in	the	run	area.Worrying	about	run	space	is	unnecessary	if	you	have	large	yards.	Stress	in	chickens	can	be	alleviated	by
giving	them	space	to	enjoy	and	live	stress-free.The	major	drawback	of	calm	and	docile	chickens	is	that	predators	quickly	attack	and	kill	them.	So,	it	would	help	if	you	built	a	strong	fence	around	your	backyard.	You	can	read	our	guide	on	the	best	chicken	wire	and	hardware	clothes.You	are	embarrassed	by	multiple	predator	attacks,	and	if	you	have
already	built	a	standard	fence,	try	to	add	an	electric	fence	around	your	yard.	So,	it	will	give	additional	safety	for	your	flocks	and	cattle.You	can	build	chicken	grazing	boxes	on	grass,	leafy	veggies,	and	other	greens.You	will	see	how	they	enjoy	pecking	at	them.	It	will	help	them	to	live	a	healthier	and	stress-free	life.	My	chickens	always	love	to	roost	on
branches	of	mango	trees.Australorp	chickens	are	cold	hardy	chickens,	so	if	you	live	in	a	tropical	climate,	you	must	provide	them	with	some	cooling	equipment	like	coop	fans,	ventilation,	and	tree	shades.Clean	the	chicken	coop	bedding	regularly.	It	will	cause	bacterial	infection	and	a	foul	smell	if	not	changed	for	a	long	time.	Here	is	our	guide	on	the
best	chicken	coop	odor	eliminator.Australorps	are	dual-purpose	chickens,	so	you	must	provide	suitable	space	for	egg-laying	hens.	Build	some	good	chicken	nesting	boxes,	or	you	can	buy	them	ready	to	use	from	any	nearest	store.Australorps	are	a	good	chicken	breed	for	both	new	and	old	chicken	raisers.	This	is	a	beautiful	chicken	with	many	benefits
for	raising.This	is	one	of	the	best	dual-purpose	chicken	breeds	if	you	want	a	new	breed	for	your	backyard	poultry	coop.	Australorp	chicks	are	sold	in	many	hatcheries	in	the	US.Are	you	already	raising	Australorp	chickens	in	your	backyard?	Share	your	experience	below.	The	Australorp	chicken	is	a	breed	that	was	developed	in	Australia.	They	are
handsome	birds,	usually	all	black	with	red	combs	and	wattles,	but	what	really	makes	this	breed	stand	out	is	its	prolific	egg-laying	ability	and	hardiness	when	kept	in	natural,	free-range	conditions.	Ameraucana	Chicken	Overview	FeatureAustralorp	ChickenPurposeDual	Purpose	(Meat	and	Egg)Egg	ColorBrownEgg	SizeLargeBroodinessVery	BroodyHeat
ToleranceYesCold	ToleranceYesComb	TypeSingle	CombEgg	ProductionAbout	250	to	300	eggs	per	yearChicken	Skin	ColorYellowLife	Span7-8	yearsAdult	WeightHen:	6.5-7.5	lbs,	Rooster:	8.5-10	lbsBackyard	Friendly5/5	(Friendly	and	adaptable	to	smaller	spaces)If	good	produce	is	what	you	are	looking	for,	then	look	no	further	than	the	Australorp
breed.	This	Australian	chicken	is	not	just	perfect	for	laying	eggs,	they	also	produce	a	hefty	amount	of	meat!Since	its	conception	in	the	late	1890s,	backyard	farmers	and	enthusiasts	alike	have	been	using	this	breed	as	an	excellent	starter.	Especially	as	small	farms	and	homestead	rises,	this	breed	is	a	fixture	in	many	of	them.	But	why	though?Except	for
their	incredible	produce,	the	answer	lies	in	their	excellent	temperament	and	hardiness.	Their	friendly	and	docile	nature	makes	them	very	easy	to	handle.	This	pro	is	a	plus	to	many	new	and	starting	farmers.Wherever	part	of	the	world	you	are,	this	hardy	breed	can	be	the	new	addition	to	your	flock.	That	said,	they	will	still	need	protection	against	harsh
environments,	just	like	any	animal.Background	of	Australorps	The	ancestors	of	the	Australorp	were	primarily	black	Orpingtons	imported	into	Australia	in	the	late	1890s.	They	were	carefully	selected	to	be	dual-purpose	chickens	(meat	and	egg	birds),	and	other	breeds	were	used	to	improve	their	traits,	such	as	Rhode	Island	reds,	Minorcas,	White
Leghorns,	and	Langshans.The	breed	achieved	fame	when	six	hens	living	under	natural	conditions	produced	1857	eggs	in	one	year,	an	average	of	309	eggs	per	hen.	One	hen	was	noted	to	have	laid	364	eggs	in	one	year,	an	achievement	that	is	rarely	possible	even	for	hens	kept	indoors	under	artificial	lighting	conditions.Backyard	chicken	owners	are
currently	reporting	that	the	average	free-range	Australorp	hen	can	produce	up	to	300	eggs	per	year.	The	average	young	free-range	hen	across	all	breeds	only	lays	200	eggs	per	year;	in	comparison,	the	average	artificially	kept	young	battery	hen	of	any	breed	lays	around	320	eggs	per	year	but	has	a	miserable	existence	and	a	short	life	span.Due	to	their
impressive	egg-laying	abilities,	this	breed	was	exported	from	Australia	to	many	countries	around	the	world	starting	in	the	1920s	and	is	quite	popular	among	US	backyard	chicken	keepers	today	for	many	reasons,	including	their	gorgeous	appearance,	egg-laying	abilities,	and	wonderful	temperament.As	a	heritage	breed,	they	went	through	a	period
where	the	breed	was	considered	endangered,	but	currently,	they	are	categorized	as	recovering	and	are	rapidly	attracting	attention	as	a	chicken	well	worth	owning.Type	of	Australorp	Chickens	Australorps	are	considered	to	be	fairly	large	chickens.	Full-grown	hens	weigh	around	six	pounds,	and	roosters	can	reach	ten	pounds.		Classically,	they	are
black	with	a	red	comb	and	wattle,	but	in	some	countries,	such	as	Australia,	the	breed	standard	also	allows	for	white	or	blue	varieties	of	the	Australorp	with	a	red	comb	and	wattle.They	should	have	round,	deep	breasts	and	an	upright	stance,	carrying	the	tail	high.	The	comb,	wattle,	and	earlobes	should	be	a	rich,	deep	red.	The	comb	should	have	no
more	than	seven	points.	The	legs	should	be	free	of	feathers	and	should	be	dark	in	color.The	beak	and	eyes	should	also	be	dark	in	color,	and	there	should	be	four	toes	per	foot.	The	sleek	black	feathers	should	have	an	iridescent	greenish-purple	shine	in	full	sunlight.Their	eggs	are	light	brown	in	color	and	are	considered	to	be	extremely	large	in	size.	The
breed	is	formally	classified	as	a	heritage	breed,	meaning	it	breeds	naturally,	thrives	under	free-range	conditions,	and	is	extremely	hardy	and	resistant	to	adverse	environmental	conditions.Australorp	Personality	and	TemperamentOwners	of	Australorps	report	they	are	generally	gentle	and	friendly	birds.	Unlike	some	breeds	of	chickens	that	engage	in
fierce	interchicken	harassment	or	seem	to	hate	people,	these	birds	generally	get	along	well	with	other	chickens	and	seem	to	enjoy	interacting	with	people.Their	owners	report	they	will	run	up	to	them	and	follow	them	around,	especially	if	the	owner	is	the	type	that	hands	out	treats	like	mealworms	and	berries.The	roosters	of	this	breed	are	also	quite
well-behaved	and	rarely,	if	ever,	attack	humans	or	harass	their	hens;	despite	this,	the	roosters	are	described	as	being	very	effective	protectors	of	their	hens,	keeping	a	keen	eye	on	them	and	scanning	the	area	for	predators	like	hawks	and	foxes	while	the	hens	are	foraging.Egg	LayingAustralorps,	like	most	chickens,	generally	begin	laying	eggs	when
they	are	around	five	months	old.	After	a	few	weeks	of	random	egg-laying	and	possibly	some	weird	misfires	with	malformed	or	shell-less	eggs,	the	hens	settle	down	to	producing	an	egg	almost	every	day.If	the	chickens	are	provided	with	nesting	boxes,	they	will	generally	use	them	for	egg-laying.	Australorps,	unlike	some	chicken	breeds,	don’t	have	a
tendency	to	hide	their	eggs	or	get	angry	when	the	eggs	are	collected.After	around	age	two,	hens	naturally	start	to	gradually	lay	fewer	eggs	per	week;	a	young	bird	will	lay	on	average	six	to	seven	eggs	per	week,	while	a	five-year-old	bird	may	only	lay	two	eggs	a	week.If	your	birds	are	laying	fewer	than	the	expected	number	of	eggs,	they	are	probably
stressed	by	something	happening	in	their	environment	or	just	taking	a	temporary	bio-break.	Chickens	can,	if	well	cared	for,	live	for	up	to	20	years,	although	most	end	up	as	soup	around	age	10	when	they	stop	laying	more	than	the	occasional	egg.This	breed	also	has	a	natural	tendency	to	brood	and	hatch	their	eggs	if	the	owner	keeps	a	rooster	around,
doesn’t	regularly	collect	their	eggs,	and	wants	a	new	batch	of	chicks.	If	you	are	raising	chickens	for	meat,	like	all	of	the	more	natural	heritage	breeds,	the	Australorp	breed	takes	much	longer	than	“broiler”	meat	hybrids	to	reach	the	desired	five-pound	broiler	weight.Australorp	Health	Issues	Now,	let’s	get	into	the	health	issues	you	might	encounter
while	caring	for	this	breed.Egg-laying	ProblemsAs	we	established,	Australorps	are	excellent	for	egg-laying	purposes,	but,	there	is	a	caveat.	This	breed	is	also	prone	to	egg-laying	problems.This	can	come	in	the	form	of	egg-binding	or	softer	eggshells.	As	they	lay	eggs	more	often	they	are	more	prone	to	getting	the	egg	stuck	inside.	Along	with	that,	if
your	flock	does	not	have	enough	nutrients,	softer	eggshells	and	lower-quality	eggs	can	be	a	huge	problem.Other	than	that,	there	are	no	breed-specific	health	issues	that	exist	for	Australorp.	Most	of	their	disease	is	widely	prevalent	in	other	breeds	as	well.How	to	take	care	of	Australorp?	Laying	hens	should	be	fed	a	good,	high-quality	layer	grain	mash
or	pellet.	While	some	people	feel	that	free-range	hens	can	do	okay	on	lower	levels	of	protein,	we	feel	that	a	20%	protein	layer	formula	is	healthier	for	them.	Free-range	chickens	will	also	forage	for	insects,	worms,	and	even	mice	to	supplement	their	diets	with	extra	protein.They	also	eagerly	eat	greens	and	weeds;	if	you	live	in	a	colder	climate,	during
the	winter,	it	is	essential	to	supplement	your	chickens’	diet	with	fresh	greens	like	spinach,	and	most	chickens	really	enjoy	a	good	snack	of	freeze-dried	mealworms,	shrimp,	or	other	protein	sources	like	soldier	worm	larvae.It’s	a	good	idea	to	offer	a	supply	of	extra	calcium	for	building	those	strong	eggshells.	Most	feed	stores	that	sell	chicken	feed	also
sell	calcium	sources	in	the	form	of	crushed	oyster	shells	and	the	like.	Simply	put	a	bowl	of	it	in	the	chicken	coop	and	let	the	hens	decide	if	they	want	extra	calcium	or	not.Australorps	are	a	generally	healthy,	robust	breed,	and	there	are	no	known	genetic	health	issues	in	the	breed	to	be	concerned	about.It	is	important	to	be	aware	that	chickens	are
delicious,	a	fact	well-known	by	a	large	number	of	predators,	including	raccoons,	weasels,	foxes,	snakes,	cats,	and	hawks.	Most	of	these	predators	only	go	looking	for	chicken	snacks	at	night.In	order	to	keep	your	backyard	chickens	alive,	you	need	to	provide	a	very	secure,	safe	coop	for	them	to	retreat	into	at	night	for	safety.	Chickens	can	be	trained	to
learn	the	routine	and	will	return	to	the	coop	at	night	after	foraging	all	day.Tips	for	Raising	Australorp	Chickens	You	have	three	options	for	obtaining	chickens:	buy	fertile	hatching	eggs	and	an	incubator	to	hatch	them	out	and	then	brood	them,	buy	chicks	and	brood	them,	or	buy	adult	birds	from	someone	local.	Most	backyard	chicken	owners	opt	for
buying	chicks	from	a	local	farm/feed	store	(usually	the	same	place	that	they	buy	their	chicken	feed	from)	and	brooding	them.Although	hatching	eggs	is	a	fun	and	fascinating	process,	it	only	goes	well	if	you	spend	a	lot	of	money	buying	an	incubator	and	an	automatic	egg-turner.If	you	want	to	produce	new	chickens	every	year,	investing	in	such
equipment	makes	sense,	but	if	you	are	an	average	backyard	chicken	owner	who	only	wants	to	acquire	one	or	two	chicks	every	ten	years,	the	investment	in	these	devices	doesn’t	make	much	sense,	versus	just	buying	the	chicks	when	you	need	them.Young	chicks	have	trouble	controlling	their	body	temperature.	When	raised	by	a	mother	hen,	the	mother
provides	warmth	to	the	chicks.	When	raising	chicks	away	from	a	mother	hen,	you’ll	need	to	provide	a	source	of	heat	in	a	safe	environment	until	the	chick	fully	fledges	out,	a	process	referred	to	as	brooding.The	temperature	in	the	brooder	is	gradually	decreased	over	time	as	the	chicks	mature.	Most	farm/feed	stores	have	heating	lamps	and	heating
devices	available	for	sale,	and	it	is	actually	possible	to	successfully	brood	a	few	chicks	in	a	cardboard	box	supplied	with	a	heating	lamp,	water,	and	food	if	you	don’t	want	to	buy	or	construct	a	dedicated	brooder.It	may	also	be	necessary	to	provide	the	chicks	with	medicated	feed	for	the	first	few	weeks	to	ward	off	disease	and	to	supplement	their	water
with	electrolytes,	vitamins,	and	probiotics	to	make	sure	they	start	off	life	as	healthy	as	possible.	While	Australorps	are	generally	very	sturdy,	robust	birds,	young	chicks	can	be	delicate.SummaryIn	summary,	the	Australorp	is	a	gorgeous,	hardy,	sturdy	bird	that	thrives	in	a	free-range	environment.	It	was	selectively	bred	during	its	development	to	be
both	a	good	meat	bird	and	a	very	prolific	egg	layer.	They	are	gentle,	friendly,	quiet,	and	peaceful	and	make	a	good	addition	to	a	mixed-breed	flock	or	when	kept	as	an	Australorp-specific	flock.	They	lay	large	light-brown	eggs	in	abundance.	Joseph	Hudson	has	been	raising	chickens	for	over	15	years.	In	2018,	he	completed	the	Agriculture	&	Natural
Resources	program	at	Mt.	San	Antonio	College.	He	currently	raises	over	1400	chickens	on	his	7.5-hectare	farm.	He	keeps	sharing	his	experience	on	raising	healthy	and	happy	chickens	on	Chicken	Scratch	The	Foundry.	I	Want	My	Free	E-Book	On	Egg	Laying	Chickens	If	you’re	into	unique	chickens,	you’ll	want	to	learn	about	the	Aseel	(Asil)	chicken
breed.	These	birds	are	famous	for	being	strong,	tough,	and	full	of	personality.	But	aside	from	these	traits,	you	will	see	how	special	this	breed	by	its	looks!	Unlike	other	“fluffy”	chickens,	the	Aseel	chicken	is	known	for	its	long	neck,	[…]Read	More…	from	Aseel	(Asil)	Chicken	Breed:	A	Complete	Guide	WAIT!	Before	You	Fly	the	Coop...	Get	a	first	look	at
our	latest	articles,	guides,	and	tips	-	straight	from	the	roost!	The	name	‘Australorp	chicken’	tells	you	about	the	origin	of	the	chicken	in	Australia.	It	is	a	new	black	chicken	breed,	but	it	has	become	popular	in	a	short	time.In	this	breed	guide,	you	will	discover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	Australorp	Chickens.	It	includes	information	on	popular
color	varieties,	such	as	black,	white,	lifespan,	and	characteristics.Australorp	chickens	are	known	for	being	friendly	and	loving.	Furthermore,	you	cannot	ignore	it,	as	it’s	a	good	egg-laying	bird.The	species’	scientific	name	is	Gallus	gallus	domesticus,	and	the	family	is	Phasianidae.	Australorps	are	easy	to	raise	and	are	a	good	breed	for
beginners.Australorp	chickens	are	very	adaptable,	so	you	can	provide	them	space	to	free-range	or	keep	them	in	coops	or	sheds.Also	read:	Top	10	Best	Rooster	BreedsAustralorp	is	a	popular	chicken	breed,	mainly	originating	from	Australia.	The	English	Orpington	chicken	was	bred	in	the	Australian	region	and	named	Australorp.It	is	a	dual-purpose
chicken	with	lots	of	unique	features	like	friendly,	docile,	cold-hardy	nature.History	of	Australorp	ChickenThe	main	bird	contributing	to	this	breed’s	formation	is	from	England.	Between	1890	and	1900,	a	few	black-colored	English	Orpingtons	were	imported	to	Australia	from	the	yards	of	William	Cook	and	Joseph	Partington.Then	local	farmers	bred	those
English	Orpington	with	other	chicken	breeds	like	Rhode	Island	Red,	Minorca,	White	Leghorn,	and	Langshan.Some	historical	literature	also	explains	that	local	breeders	bred	them	with	Plymouth	Rocks.	Because	of	the	multiple	breed	genes,	an	excellent	dual-purpose	chicken	was	developed,	Australian	Black	Orpington	chickens.Further,	they	named
those	chickens	Australorp.	The	Australorp	chicken	has	three	recognized	varieties	under	Australian	Poultry	Standards:The	White	Australorps	were	recognized	in	the	second	edition	of	2011	in	Australian	Poultry	Standards.But	The	Poultry	Club	of	Africa	has	four	recognized	colors	of	Australorps:BuffSplashWheaten	Laced	GoldenAccording	to	the
American	Poultry	Association,	large	black	Australorp	chicken	is	the	only	accepted	variety.Because	Australorp	is	a	result	of	breeding	chicken	breeds	with	long	life	expectancies,	they	have	a	good	life	span.	The	lifespan	of	Australorps	chickens	is	between	6	and	10	years.Australorp	is	one	of	the	best	dual-purpose	chickens	with	a	splendid	egg-laying
capacity.	An	Australorp	hen	lays	around	280-300	eggs	per	year.The	eggs	of	black	Australorp	chickens	are	light-brown	colored	and	large.	Consider	this	chicken	breed	if	you	want	to	raise	an	excellent	egg-laying	chicken.Australorp	chickens	are	friendly	and	playful.	They	are	very	docile	and	loving	in	nature.	You	can	also	provide	them	few	chicken	toys	to
make	them	more	active.If	you	have	children	in	your	home,	Australorps	will	adore	playing	with	them	and	running	toward	them.	They	live	in	peace	and	harmony	with	other	chickens.Australorp	hens	make	good	mothers	and	nicely	take	care	of	their	baby	chicks.	They	love	to	live	in	both	free-range	and	bear	confinement.If	you	have	a	long	yard	and	place
for	them	to	explore,	allow	them	to	see	how	active	they	are	and	what	they	find.	Both	the	rooster	and	hens	are	friendly	in	nature.Also	read:	Appenzeller	Spitzhauben	ChickensAs	we	have	mentioned	above,	there	are	3-4	recognized	color	varieties	of	Australorp	chickens	found	all	over	the	globe.	However,	you	can	see	the	three	most	popular	colors	of
Australorps.	The	commonly	available	colors	of	Australorp	chickens	are	Glossy	black,	Blueish	Green,	and	White.As	Australorps	are	dual-purpose	chicken	breeds,	they	have	good	weight.	A	standard-sized	Australorp	rooster	weighs	around	8.5	to	10	lbs,	whereas	hens	weigh	7	to	9	lbs.	Australorps	chickens	are	also	found	in	bantam	varieties,	but	most
people	do	not	recommend	raising	them	because	of	less	profitability.The	average	weight	of	bantam	size	Australorps	roosters	is	around	2.5	to	4	lbs,	and	hens	about	2	to	3.5	lbs.The	Australorp	chicken	possesses	a	beautiful	red	comb	with	6-8	spikes.	This	breed’s	roosters	have	a	large	comb	with	visible	spikes,	whereas	the	hens	have	a	small	comb.The
wattles	and	earlobes	are	also	bright	red	in	color.	As	we	have	explained,	Australorp	chickens	can	be	found	in	different	colors,	such	as	black,	blue,	and	white,	but	the	black	color	is	the	most	popular	one	raised	by	most	breeders.The	black	feathers	of	the	hens	and	roosters	are	glossy	with	little	brown	ruffled	feathers	on	the	back.The	legs	of	Australorps,
hens,	and	roosters	are	gray	to	black.	The	black	Australorps	have	black	beaks,	and	the	white	Australorps	have	yellowish-white	beaks.Australorp	chicken	is	a	lovely	and	friendly	chicken.	Most	chicken	raisers	recommend	raising	this	chicken	breed.They	always	live	calmly	and	peacefully	with	their	flock	mates	and	rarely	fight.	Australorp	chickens	are	easy
to	train	because	they	are	not	aggressive.Buy	a	few	chicken	treats	and	play	with	them	so	that	they	will	listen	to	your	commands.	After	a	few	days,	you	will	see	how	they	will	run	towards	you.Both	the	roosters	and	hens	of	this	breed	walk	like	kings	and	queens.	Australasian	chickens	are	dual-purpose	birds,	but	they	also	make	beautiful	exhibition
birds.Try	to	buy	some	dried	mealworms	for	them	to	become	more	friendly	with	you.	Australorp	is	cold	hardy	chickens;	they	do	not	bear	hot	climate	conditions.	If	you	have	many	trees	in	your	backyard,	they	will	love	to	graze	inside	their	sheds.	Many	Australorp	strains	from	hatcheries	become	significantly	less	broody,	and	your	flocks	may	become
broody	if	you	raise	them	in	your	backyard.Here	are	some	common	advantages	of	raising	Australorp	chickens:It	is	a	dual-purpose	chicken,	ensuring	you	get	a	double	profit	from	eggs	and	meat.The	Australorp	hens	lay	more	than	250	eggs	annually,	so	you	can	only	keep	them	for	egg	production.	One	of	the	best	chickens	for	beginners	is	Australorp,	so	if
you	are	a	new	chicken	breeder,	this	fowl	is	best	for	you.If	you	have	kids	in	your	house,	they	will	love	to	play	with	them.It	is	one	of	the	most	profitable	breeds	for	chicken	raisers	in	cold	regions.If	you	want	to	raise	a	chicken	that’s	easy	to	care	for,	you	can	choose	Australorps.Australorp	chickens	are	also	a	popular	choice	as	exhibition	birds.The
Australorp	hens	rarely	go	broody,	but	they	make	good	mothers	if	you	raise	them	in	your	backyard.Australorp	chickens	are	good	foragers	and	best	for	long	yards.	You	don’t	need	to	give	them	any	special	treatment,	but,	like	other	chickens,	they	require	appropriate	care	depending	on	their	characteristics.The	Australorp	rooster	and	hens	are	large-sized
chickens,	requiring	additional	space	inside	the	chicken	coop	compared	to	other	chicken	breeds.	Give	each	chicken	at	least	2.5	to	3	square	feet	inside	the	coop	and	a	12-15	square	foot	area	in	the	run	area.Worrying	about	run	space	is	unnecessary	if	you	have	large	yards.	Stress	in	chickens	can	be	alleviated	by	giving	them	space	to	enjoy	and	live	stress-
free.The	major	drawback	of	calm	and	docile	chickens	is	that	predators	quickly	attack	and	kill	them.	So,	it	would	help	if	you	built	a	strong	fence	around	your	backyard.	You	can	read	our	guide	on	the	best	chicken	wire	and	hardware	clothes.You	are	embarrassed	by	multiple	predator	attacks,	and	if	you	have	already	built	a	standard	fence,	try	to	add	an
electric	fence	around	your	yard.	So,	it	will	give	additional	safety	for	your	flocks	and	cattle.You	can	build	chicken	grazing	boxes	on	grass,	leafy	veggies,	and	other	greens.You	will	see	how	they	enjoy	pecking	at	them.	It	will	help	them	to	live	a	healthier	and	stress-free	life.	My	chickens	always	love	to	roost	on	branches	of	mango	trees.Australorp	chickens
are	cold	hardy	chickens,	so	if	you	live	in	a	tropical	climate,	you	must	provide	them	with	some	cooling	equipment	like	coop	fans,	ventilation,	and	tree	shades.Clean	the	chicken	coop	bedding	regularly.	It	will	cause	bacterial	infection	and	a	foul	smell	if	not	changed	for	a	long	time.	Here	is	our	guide	on	the	best	chicken	coop	odor	eliminator.Australorps
are	dual-purpose	chickens,	so	you	must	provide	suitable	space	for	egg-laying	hens.	Build	some	good	chicken	nesting	boxes,	or	you	can	buy	them	ready	to	use	from	any	nearest	store.Australorps	are	a	good	chicken	breed	for	both	new	and	old	chicken	raisers.	This	is	a	beautiful	chicken	with	many	benefits	for	raising.This	is	one	of	the	best	dual-purpose
chicken	breeds	if	you	want	a	new	breed	for	your	backyard	poultry	coop.	Australorp	chicks	are	sold	in	many	hatcheries	in	the	US.Are	you	already	raising	Australorp	chickens	in	your	backyard?	Share	your	experience	below.	When	it	comes	to	rearing	chicken,	there	are	more	than	enough	breed	options	out	there.	Still,	not	every	breed	you	go	for	is	an
excellent	investment.	This	is	why	you	ought	to	take	your	time	to	select	a	breed	that	best	suits	your	budget	and	lifestyle.	Touted	as	the	best	option	for	anyone	venturing	into	profitable	backyard	farming,	the	Australorp	breed	has	been	gaining	popularity	far	and	wide.	In	fact,	many	people	consider	Australorp	a	leader	in	egg	and	meat	production.	Want
proof?	Here’s	every	important	thing	you	need	to	know	about	Australorp	before	investing	your	time	and	money	into	this	breed	of	chicken:	Australorps	History	The	Australorp	breed	came	about	in	the	early	1900s	and	just	as	its	name	suggests,	it	originated	in	Australia.	Back	in	the	day,	some	farmers	imported	several	Black	Orpington	chicken	to	Australia
(from	England)	to	cross	with	various	Aussie	chicken	breeds.	The	aim	here	was	to	improve	the	original	Black	Orpington	breed	used	for	meat	as	well	as	eggs	and	create	a	dual-purpose	bird	that’s	well	suited	for	the	Australian	climate.	To	this	end,	Black	Orpington	birds	were	cross-bred	with	Rhode	Island	Reds,	White	Leghorn,	Langshan,	Minorcas,	and
Plymouth	Rocks	(to	a	lesser	degree).	The	result?	A	phenomenal	egg	layer	that	was	originally	known	as	the	Australian	Black	Orpington.	In	fact,	around	1922	to	1923,	six	Australorps	hens	laid	about	1,857	eggs,	which	is	an	average	of	309.5	eggs	per	bird	(over	a	365	days	period).	Thereafter,	many	other	egg-laying	contests	played	out	in	the	subsequent
year	where	one	hen	laid	347	eggs	in	365	days.	The	current	record	stands	at	364	eggs	in	just	one	year-	a	great	achievement	considering	that	the	hens	didn’t	even	have	extra	lighting.	As	such,	the	poultry	industry	became	much	interested	in	Australorps	and	the	birds	got	exported	to	England,	the	United	States,	and	later	the	rest	of	the	world.	The
Australorp	breed	remains	an	excellent	egg	layer	today	and	is	well-suited	for	the	backyard	environment.	Australorp	Appearance	Australorps	are	large,	heavy	birds	featuring	close-fitting,	soft	feathers	that	are	lovely	to	touch.	When	in	the	sun,	Australorp	feathers	tend	to	show	subtle	hints	of	unique	colors	like	green	and	purple-quite	a	beautiful	sights!	In
addition,	the	Australian	Poultry	Society	recognizes	this	bird’s	black,	white,	and	blue	varieties.	However,	the	American	Poultry	Society	only	recognizes	the	Australorp’s	original	color	(black)	while	South	Africa	has	wheaten	laced,	splash,	golden,	and	buff,	on	top	of	the	other	colors.	Not	only	that.	Australorps	have	an	upright	stance	and	carry	their	tails
high.	What’s	more,	their	breasts	are	full	and	well-rounded,	while	their	combs,	earlobes,	and	wattles	are	all	red	in	color.	Take	note	that	the	combs	of	Australorps	are	upright	and	have	seven	points	(never	more).	The	legs	of	Australorps	are	clean	of	feathers	and	can	be	stated	blue	or	black	in	color.	In	fact,	each	foot	has	four	toes	and	a	skin	(at	the	bottom)
that’s	as	white	as	the	hen’s	body	skin.	What	else?	The	eyes	feature	a	shiny	jet-black	color	while	the	beak	is	dark.	It’s	important	to	note	that	the	standard-sized	Australorp	birds	are	pretty	heavy,	with	males	weighing	8.5	to	10lb,	while	the	hens	weigh	6.5	to	8lb.	Australorp	Chicken	Care	If	you’re	looking	for	hens	that	are	easy	to	care	for,	will	get	along
with	your	current	flock,	and	lay	many	eggs,	then	the	Australorp	is	your	best	choice.	This	breed	of	chicken	is	quite	gentle	and	well-behaved.	Furthermore,	these	chickens	may	initially	appear	a	bit	shy	but	once	they	get	used	to	a	new	environment,	they’ll	warm	up	and	be	extremely	friendly	as	well	as	lovable	barnyard	companions.	And	because	they	are	a
quiet	and	calm	breed	they	may	get	bullied	by	more	‘pushy’	breeds.	So	be	careful	if	you’ll	be	housing	them	together	with	more	aggressive	breeds.	Here’s	some	other	important	info	to	keep	in	mind	when	caring	for	Australorps:	–	Nutrition	&	Diet	Australorp	chickens	thrive	when	fed	good	quality	food.	This	is	why	you	ought	to	go	out	of	your	way	to	supply
your	birds	with	fresh,	nutritious	food.	With	this	in	mind,	go	for	commercial	or	ready-made	feeds,	but	never	contaminated	food.	Above	all,	ensure	to	supply	your	hens	with	clean,	fresh	water	as	per	the	demand.	–	Housing	Creating	a	safe	and	comfortable	housing	system	is	paramount	when	rearing	Australorps.	As	such,	try	to	build	a	house	that	suits	your
birds.	Note-	you	can	raise	these	chickens	in	both	free-range	and	confined	systems.	For	the	latter,	a	4-5	square	feet	space	per	bird	will	be	adequate.	But	if	you	choose	to	go	the	free-range	way,	ensure	to	have	more	free	space.	Also,	the	housing	system	should	incorporate	a	good	ventilation	system	to	ensure	a	sufficient	flow	of	light	and	fresh	air.	And
remember	to	organize	the	house	in	such	a	way	that	one	can	easily	clean	it.	–	Health	Problems	Luckily,	Australorps	are	extremely	hardy	and	long-lived	birds.	Therefore,	you	don’t	have	to	worry	much	about	sickness	as	this	breed	has	good	resistance	against	common	poultry	diseases.	Equally	important,	well-bred	Australorps	experience	less	physical
deformities	such	as	twisted	beaks	or	bent	toes.	Not	only	that.	These	chickens	tend	to	adapt	quickly	to	cold	weather	or	low	temperatures	and	will	do	well	in	virtually	all	kinds	of	climatic	conditions.	Still,	taking	additional	care	measures	will	ensure	that	your	birds	have	excellent	health	and	growth.	So	try	to	vaccinate	your	birds	and	have	them	checked	by
a	vet	regularly.	Australorp	Egg	Production	If	it’s	not	for	its	egg-laying	capabilities,	the	Australorp	wouldn’t	be	as	popular	as	it	is	today.	An	average	Australorp	lays	as	many	as	250-300	eggs	per	year.	Though	individuals	may	lay	less	or	more,	depending	on	the	hen.	Still,	that	number	equates	to	about	5	light-brown,	medium-sized	eggs	per	week.	Not	too
shabby,	eh?	The	only	time	a	young,	healthy	Australorp	hen	lays	fewer	eggs	is	when	it’s	taking	a	temporary	bio-break	or	is	probably	stressed	due	to	a	change	in	the	environment.	What’s	more,	unlike	some	chicken	breeds,	Australorps	don’t	hide	their	eggs	or	get	restless	when	you	collect	them.	As	such,	if	you	provide	them	with	nesting	boxes,	they’ll
religiously	use	them	for	egg-laying.	This	breed	also	tends	to	naturally	brood	and	hatch	its	eggs.	So	if	you	want	a	new	batch	of	chicks,	simply	leave	the	roster	around	the	hens	and	don’t	collect	their	eggs	regularly.	Equally	important	to	note	is	that	the	Australorp	time	to	achieve	the	desired	five-pound	broiler	weight.	So	if	you’re	raising	them	for	meat,
ensure	to	plan	adequately.	At	What	Age	do	Australorps	Start	Laying	Eggs?	Australorps,	like	most	chickens,	begin	laying	eggs	when	they	are	around	6	months	old.	In	the	initial	stages,	you	may	notice	that	your	hens	are	laying	eggs	randomly	or	misfiring	with	shell-less	or	malformed	eggs.	But	they	eventually	settle	down	to	deliver	an	average	of	one	egg
per	day.	At	around	age	two,	you	may	notice	that	your	hens	are	laying	fewer	eggs.	This	is	natural.	While	younger	hens	can	lay	up	to	seven	eggs	per	week,	the	older	ones	may	produce	only	two	in	the	same	period.	This	is	why	many	old	Australorp	hens	end	up	as	soup.	Still,	this	breed	can	live	up	to	20	years	when	well	cared	for.	What	is	the	Lifespan	of
Australorps?	The	average	Australorp	has	a	life	span	of	approximately	6-10	years.	But	as	mentioned	above,	this	breed	can	live	longer	when	reared	in	the	most	suitable	conditions.	Are	Australorp	Chickens	Aggressive?	Consider	this:	Australorps	are	popular	with	pet	lovers	because	of	their	peaceful	and	graceful	demeanor.	If	you	were	to	put	them	on	a
scale	with	other	breeds,	they’ll	likely	be	in	the	middle	tier.	This	gentle-natured,	docile	breed	tends	to	attach	to	their	owners,	following	them	around	whenever	they	get	the	chance.	Except	for	them	to	fit	in	well	with	the	entire	family,	including	your	kids,	thanks	to	their	calmness	and	tameness.	White	vs	Black	Australorps	–	What’s	the	Difference?	Also
known	as	the	Austra	White,	the	white	Australorp	is	a	crossbreed	of	a	White	Leghorn	hen	and	a	Black	Australorp	Roster.	Except	for	the	white	feathers	(instead	of	black),	this	breed	is	quite	different	from	the	Black	Australorp	in	that	it	lays	large	off-white/cream-colored	eggs	and	not	the	light-brown	medium-sized	ones.	Also,	the	Austra	White	tends	to	be
heavier	than	the	Black	Australorp.	But	it’s	still	an	excellent	egg	layer	just	like	its	black	counterpart.	In	fact,	many	enthusiasts	believe	that	this	breed	is	better	than	the	Black	Australorp	because	of	its	excellent	feed	to	egg	production	ratio.	Conclusion	Australorps	are	an	excellent	choice	for	any	beginner	farmer.	These	friendly,	easy-going	chickens	don’t
require	much	special	care	and	can	adapt	to	any	kind	of	weather.	And	the	best	part	is	that	they	aren’t	noisy,	flighty,	or	cold	hardy.	Meaning	that	they’ll	make	excellent	flock	mates	if	you	have	other	breeds	of	chicken.	What	more	could	you	wish	for?	Even	so,	ensure	to	have	enough	space	for	the	birds	to	move	around	if	you’ll	be	keeping	them	in	a
confined	system.	Their	heavy	weight	can	easily	translate	to	obesity	if	they	don’t	exercise	enough.	Bottom	line-	consider	rearing	Australorps	today.	You	won’t	regret	it.	Australorps	are	a	favourite	in	Australian	backyards	-	and	there’s	plenty	of	good	reasons	why	they	are	so	popular.	Lots	of	delicious	eggs,	a	beautiful,	calm	temperament	(plus	they’re	a
true	blue	Aussie	breed!)	Read	on	to	hear	more	about	this	gorgeous	local	chicken	breed.	Lifespan	Australorps	live	to	be	approximately	6-10	years	of	age.	Class	The	Australorp	is	part	of	the	‘English’	class	of	chicken.	Rarity	The	Black	coloured	Australorp	is	the	most	common	and	popular	in	Australia	-	the	blue	variety	is	a	little	harder	to	come	by,	but	it’s
worth	asking	any	Australorp	breeders	whether	it	is	in	stock	if	you	are	partial	to	this	beautiful	colour!	The	black	is	certainly	still	a	fine	choice,	and	is	egg-sactly	the	same	except	for	the	colour.	Origin	The	Australorp	is	a	breed	native	to	Australia	-	having	been	bred	from	the	Orpington	chicken.	It	was	bred	to	be	a	good	dual	purpose	chicken,	as	it	is	a
heavy	breed	that	lays	eggs	productively,	regardless	of	weather	patterns	or	seasonal	changes.	Fun	Facts	Is	known	as	the	‘Australian	Orpington’,	as	it	was	bred	from	this	English	chicken	breed.	It	is	said	that	an	Australorp	chicken	holds	the	record	for	the	most	eggs	laid	by	a	chicken	-	one	hen	laid	364	eggs	in	365	days!	Not	a	bad	effort.	After	this	record
was	set	by	the	Australorp,	the	breed	was	introduced	to	the	UK,	however	they	did	not	lay	nearly	as	much	-	whether	the	climate	or	the	chicken	was	to	blame	still	remains	the	question!	Current	Use/Purpose	Australorps	are	used	primarily	as	a	dual	purpose	birds,	as	well	as	family	pets	-	this	is	because	they	have	such	a	sweet	temperament,	are	productive
egg	layers	and	also	have	a	significant	amount	of	meat	on	them.	Personality	and	Temperament	Australorps	are	a	very	gentle	natured,	docile	breed	that	become	attached	to	their	owners	as	much	as	you	will	to	them!	They	are	egg-stremely	calm	and	are	a	delight	in	any	urban	or	acreage	backyard	-	they	are	also	great	for	families	with	children,	because
they	are	so	tame.	Australorp	Roosters	Males	and	females	are	mainly	identified	by	their	body	and	feather	shapes.	An	Australorp	rooster	will	hold	his	head	up	higher	than	the	tallest	point	of	his	tail.	They	also	have	taller	combs	which	are	a	more	vibrant	color.	Although	both	Australorp	roosters	and	hens	have	black	feathers,	the	males	have	long,	narrow
feathers	with	pointed	tips	over	their	necks,	shoulders	and	rumps.	You'll	also	find	Australorp	roosters	frequently	crowing!	Hens	will	more	likely	only	make	clucking	sounds	-	but	this	isn't	always	the	case!		Incubating	and	Hatching	The	Australorp	does	occasionally	display	broody	behaviour	(their	English	counterpart	the	Orpington	is	a	very	broody
breed),	however	they	aren’t	a	reliable	breed	that	will	sit	on	the	eggs	to	term.	If	you	do	find	a	reliable	broody	Australorp	that	incubates	to	term,	they	do	have	good	mothering	instincts,	and	will	be	doting	hens	to	their	baby	chicks!	Egg	Behaviour	Australorps	are	egg-stremely	productive	egg	layers	-	sure	to	satiate	your	cravings	for	omelettes	and
pavlovas.	They	lay	250-300	large,	light	brown	eggs	each	year,	which	is	good	news	for	any	egg	enthusiasts!	Appearance	Australorps	are	quite	large	birds	(weighing	in	at	around	3-4kgs)	with	Australorp	roosters	weighing	at	the	higher	end	of	that	average,	and	have	beautiful	soft	feathers	which	are	lovely	to	touch.	Their	feathers,	when	shining	in	the	sun,
contain	a	few	subtle	hints	of	vibrant	colours	such	as	purple	and	green	-	quite	a	beautiful	sight!	They	come	in	three	different	variations	-	black,	white	and	blue	(although	the	white	variety	isn’t	hugely	popular).	The	Australorp	can	also	be	found	as	a	bantam	variety.	Care	As	far	as	care	goes,	Australorps	don’t	require	any	extra	grooming	techniques
outside	what	we	do	for	normal	chickens.	Because	Australorps	are	heavy,	they	aren’t	flighty	and	can’t	get	far,	so	you	shouldn’t	need	to	clip	their	wings.	Health	Issues	Australorps	aren’t	regarded	as	having	any	particular	ailments	specific	to	their	breed.	They	should	be	wormed	regularly,	like	all	chickens,	and	vaccinated	if	necessary	(if	there	are	known
chicken	illnesses	in	your	area).	Otherwise,	your	flock	should	stay	fighting	fit,	as	long	as	they’re	well	protected	from	predators.	Hardiness	Because	of	their	heavy	weight,	the	Australorp	can	withstand	cold	winter	temperatures	easily,	as	well	as	hot	weather	-	they	were	bred	here	after	all!	They	are	even	said	to	keep	laying	whilst	the	temperature	is
especially	hot	and	cold	-	what	a	trooper.	Why	We	Love	Them!	Australorps	are	just	great	in	virtually	every	sense	-	they’re	productive	egg	layers,	and	make	loving	family	companions.	Plus,	they	were	bred	here,	so	we	have	a	little	sense	of	pride	from	having	Australian	chickens	in	our	Aussie	backyard!	Want	to	know	more?	Check	out	our	5	reasons	to	love
Australorps	here!	If	you're	still	considering	which	breed	is	best	for	you,	why	not	check	out	the	online	chicken	courses	by	our	friends	at	Chickenpedia.	They	have	a	specific	course	dedicated	to	Chicken	Breeds	where	they	compare	each	breed	to	suit	your	needs	and	lifestyle	very	well.		Australorps	are	a	great	breed	for	a	number	of	reasons	-	check	out
these	comprehensive	breed	profiles	articles	about	other	fabulous	breeds!	Comprehensive	Guide	to	Isa	Browns:	/isa-browns-a-comprehensive-guide	Comprehensive	Guide	to	Plymouth	Rocks:	Sources	and	further	reading	Australorps	are	a	favourite	in	Australian	backyards	-	and	there’s	plenty	of	good	reasons	why	they	are	so	popular.	Lots	of	delicious
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